Shema Koleinu

June 16-24, 2017
Welcome to our 2nd Annual B’nai Mitzvah Israel Adventure!
It is with so much pride and pleasure that I welcome you all on this
incredible trip. I am so excited to share this experience with you,
your children and grandchildren and friends and families, and I plan
on making this one of the best experiences of your lives.
On this journey, we will laugh, sing, share, and cry together. We
may meet not knowing one another, but we will all depart the best of
friends. This is the magic of Israel.
We may not know much about each other, but we will know that we
share a common bond, and have experienced this life changing event
together, and that is what makes me so proud.
I live to share the joy of being Jewish with my families, and I know
you will have the most amazing time. Get ready for the adventure of
a lifetime!
Thank you for sharing this special milestone event with me, and
Mazel Tov to everyone!
With much love,
Cantor Debbi

Shema Koleinu
Bnai Mitzvah
Israel Adventure

Day One:

Friday, June 16, 2017

Welcome to Israel. For all participants arriving on
Friday, shared assistance and transfer to Jerusalem
will be provided. Check into your hotel.
We will all meet in the lobby of the hotel at
6:00PM . Cantor Debbi will introduce you to your
guide Reut, who will be spending the next week
guiding you through the land of Israel. Walk a
short distance to take-in the magnificent
panoramic vista together as we recite
Shehechiyanu in gratitude for reaching this special
moment in this special place!

Cantor Debbi will lead Shabbat services overlooking the magnificent old city
of Jerusalem.
Return to the hotel to enjoy a Shabbat buffet dinner at the hotel.
Shabbat Shalom.

Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem
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Day Two:

Saturday, June 17, 2017

After an early breakfast at the hotel join the rest of the congregation the
hotel lobby for a 6:30 AM departure. Today you will descend to the Dead
Sea Basin, some 1400 feet below sea level and the lowest point on planet
earth.
The first stop is the summit of Israel’s famous
Masada, the resort palace of King Herod. Here
you will learn the story of the Jewish Zealots
who ended their lives rather than succumb to
the Roman Legion.

After a quick lunch on your account we will arrive
at the Dead Sea for a swim in the unsinkable
waters of the world’s saltiest body of water. The
mineral-rich mud is great for the skin, so ‘lather

The next stop on out journey is a nature hike at
the gorgeous desert oasis of Ein Gedi, a spot
mentioned in the Bible and a popular nature
reserve today. Visit the exquisite waterfalls and
learn the story of a young David who once hid
here to avoid the wrath of King Saul.
Return to Jerusalem to refresh, and enjoy dinner at your leisure .

Free evening in Jerusalem to explore Ben
Yehuda Street or walk along the Mamila Street
Mall, the only open air mall in Jerusalem.

Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem
25 Richelieu Rd, Scarsdale, NY 10583
michelle@traveldialogues.com
(800) 664-6461
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Day Three:

Sunday, June 18, 2017

Enjoy a nice breakfast at the hotel and meet your guide in the hotel lobby for
an 8:30 AM departure.
Honor the memory of the six million killed in
the Holocaust-visit the new Yad VaShem
museum. In depth tour of the world’s first
Holocaust memorial and museum, an
extraordinary architectural masterpiece.
Not recommended for children under 10
and the touring will be appropriately
tailored for the children.

Tasting tour and DIALOGUE with the vendors through the
exciting Jerusalem Machane Yehuda marketplace. Enjoy the
sites, sounds and smells of the city’s largest market as
vendors hawk discounted produce. No need for lunch after
this!

Prepare to get ‘dirty’ as the family digs into
Israel’s past during a fun archaeological dig at Beit
Guvrin. This dig tells the story of the Hasmonean
dynasty and you will find actual shards that are
thousands of years old. For the adventurous,
there is a cave-crawl included!

Dinner on own to enjoy in Jerusalem.
Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem
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Day Four:

Monday, June 19, 2017

Enjoy a wonderful buffet breakfast and meet your guide in the lobby by 7
AM Mazal tov to our Bnai Mitzvah teens and their families! Stones can be
slippery in the ancient site where our service will be held, so make sure
you’re wearing sturdy, appropriate footwear! The service, led by Cantor
Debbi Ballard, along the Herodian Street.
Following the service enjoy a light
celebratory Kiddush, followed by a full tour
of the Old City, including Western Wall. You
will stand by the corridor that once led the
high priests to the Holy of Holies - the place
where the Ark of the Covenant was stored.
Explore the old city of Jerusalem, walk along
the Cardo and the winding cobble stone
allies.
Depart Jerusalem for some desert hospitality at, Eretz
Bereshet, also known as the Land of Genesis. Here
you will Dialogue with Abraham's servant Eliezer and
the camels, which lead us to hospitality tent of
Abraham. In the tent they will tell the story of the
place from Abraham and the land of Canaan, King
David, Jeremiah, King Herod Silybum. You will round
off your stay with a camel ride.
Return to Jerusalem. Tickets will be available for the 9:30PM spectacular
Sound and Light Show at David’s Tower.
Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem
25 Richelieu Rd, Scarsdale, NY 10583
michelle@traveldialogues.com
(800) 664-6461
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Day Five:

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Enjoy a wonderful breakfast at the hotel and meet your guide in the hotel
Drive along the Jordan Valley to Beith Shearim, a
UNESCO World Heritage sight. The town’s vast
necropolis is carved out of limestone, containing
more then 30 burial caves. The city was the sight of
the Jewish burial ground at the time that the Jews
could not be buried on the Mount of Olives.

Stop in the oasis of Sachne, Gan Ha Shlosha for lunch on
‘own account’ and a swim in the turquoise waters of this
beautiful place.

Adventure is next…with a cool and ‘wet’ rafting
trip down the Jordan River, a perfect float down
the river. Remember your water shoes and
bathing suite. Zip line is also available and
included for those who dare!!! Great way to dry
off.

Check into your Kibbutz Guest House where you will be spending the next
two nights. Time to at refresh before a scrumptious buffet dinner in the
main dining room.

Overnight:

Lower Galilee, Kibbutz Nof Ginosar
6

Day Six:

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Enjoy a luxurious buffet breakfast before meeting your guide for an 8:30 am
departure.

Tour the Golan Heights off road by jeep! During this fun and
bumpy ride, learn about this strategic and beautiful
plateau.
Discuss issues of ‘land for peace’ and learn of implications
for the future. You’ll visit battlegrounds from the 1973 Yom
Kippur War and visit bunkers
that belonged to the Syrian
Army. Visit the Valley of Tears
Memorial.
See the Golan from one of the highest vantage
points – at the top of Har Bental.

The afternoon will be spent strolling along the charming
cobblestone streets and alleyways of Safed - the
birthplace of the Kabbalah and a city of ancient pilgrimage
in Israel. You’ll visit centuries’ old synagogues (modest
dress required) and learn about the Friday-night Kabbalat
Shabbat service, written and created in this beautiful
town.

Return to the hotel with time to relax and reflect on the days activities. Later
enjoy a spectacular buffet dinner, included, in the hotel main dinning room.

Overnight:

Lower Galilee, Kibbutz Nof Ginosar
25 Richelieu Rd, Scarsdale, NY 10583
michelle@traveldialogues.com
(800) 664-6461
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Day Seven:

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Enjoy a fabulous buffet breakfast before meeting your guide for an 8:30 am
departure.
Begin with a drive across Israel’s northern
border to the Mediterranean Sea and
descend to the turquoise sea grottoes of
Rosh Hanikra. Take a two minute cable car
ride down to the grottoes. Footpaths inside
the cliffs lead from one huge cave to
another.
We’ll drive the coastal plain highway to Caesarea, the once-maritime
headquarters of the Roman Naval Fleet. Caesarea, built by Herod the Great
between 25 and 13 BCE served as an administrative center of Judaea
Province of the Roman Empire.
These magnificent excavations have been
beautifully restored making it easy to
imagine life here more than two millennia
ago.
Here you will see the excavations of the
Crusader city and the Roman port,
aqueduct and the amphitheater restored
to its former glory as a concert venue.

Drive to Tel Aviv to check into your hotel.
Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Tel Aviv
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Friday, June 23, 2017

Day Eight:

Buffet breakfast at the hotel and depart for a touring day in exciting Tel Aviv!
Go underground in Rehovot to a once-secret bullet
factory from the pre Israeli state Palestine, the Ayalon
Institute. This clandestine bullet factory was built in 1945
right under the noses of the British. Above ground it was
a working bread factory, however underground they were
producing up to 40,000 bullets a day. It has been said that
the bullets manufactured at the Ayalon Institute
constituted the only supply that was not in shortage
during the war of independence.

Continue on to the southern Tel Aviv neighborhood of Old
Jaffa, enjoy the panoramic view that perfectly contrasts the
ancient and modern culture that is Israel. Walking tour of this
area mentioned from the time of Noah, to Jonah through
Philistines, Romans and Crusaders ... till today.

We will conclude with a visit to Independence Hall,
where 66 years ago … David Ben Gurion, announced
the establishment of the State. Stand in the place
where he stood and listen to the original recording
of that moment.

We bid farewell to our Travels’ guide at a lovely Shabbat dinner at the hotel.
Shabbat Shalom!
Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Tel Aviv
25 Richelieu Rd, Scarsdale, NY 10583
michelle@traveldialogues.com
(800) 664-6461
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A Day of Leisure…
Day Nine:

Saturday, June 24, 2017

Enjoy a leisurely buffet breakfast leisure in Tel Aviv. Today you are on
your own to explore the city of Tel Aviv. You can rent a bike on the
promenade and ride from Jaffa to Herzlia, or relax on the beach or at the
pool.
Late check out of your hotel (at 9:00PM) and a bus will be provided to the
airport for departure flights to the USA. Assistance at the airport before
enjoying the duty free and boarding your flight home.

Overnight:

Dan Panorama Hotel, Tel Aviv

L’ Hitraot! Come back to Israel soon!
Day Ten:

Sunday, June 25, 2017

Arriving in the USA

THANK YOU FOR TRAVELING WITH US ...
come back to Israel SOON!
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~HOTELS ~
Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem
Tel: 011 972 2 569 5695
Fax: 011 972 2 623 2411

Nof Ginosar, Lower Galilee
Tel: 011 972 4 670 0300
Fax: 011 972 4 679 2170

Dan Panorama Hotel, Tel Aviv
Tel: 011 972 3 519 0190
Fax: 011 972 3 517 1777

25 Richelieu Rd, Scarsdale, NY 10583
michelle@traveldialogues.com
(800) 664-6461

